REMINISCENCES

while as a matter of fact we two fellows were doing
nothing worse than comparing our recollections of the
familiar author.   Dillon is a great book-buyer, but not
in the ordinary sense of thje phrase.    He does not care
about a book merely because it is in a first edition or
because it is in any peculiar edition.    To quote once
again a saying of Professor Freeman to me, which I
have quoted already in these pages, ' a book is to him
an instrument and not a fetich.'    He likes to buy books
if he likes the books, and it is his way not to get com-
plete enjoyment out of any book that is lent to him and
has to be given back within some more or less definite
time.   He wants to have his book always with him, so
that he can take it up and study it whenever inclination
suggests, and a rare hour of leisure allows.    His quali-
fications for political life are a complete knowledge of
all the subjects that concern the welfare of Ireland,
and an acquaintance with the conditions of many other
countries which enables him to compare and contrast
and draw conclusions;  a great natural  ability,   well
trained by long experience; a ready gift of speech, and
an indomitable courage.    He is not an orator, and does
not attempt to be, although he can always impress a
great public meeting in Ireland or in Great Britain, and
he has often made a deep impression on the House of
Commons, more perhaps by his earnestness, his sincer-
ity, and his knowledge of facts than by his eloquence.
He is not a Parliamentary debater in the sense that Mr.
Sexton was or the sense that Mr. Healy is.    He does
not profess to be much of a tactician, although he quite
appreciates the value of tactics in Parliamentary as in
other warfare.    I think his commanding position  in
politics is due to force of character rather than to what
might be called mere cleverness or artifice of any kind.
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